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A City of Greal Iimpartnuce.
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DISTRICT TOPOGRAPHY.

Pluys Imporiznt Part in Plans for
Benutifying the Capital City.
Contl the report tells of the as-
sislan nildered the commission by va-
rlous ofMicials, and then goes on 1o Etate
the tn] ographical rnn-llucn:. of the bis-

lng,

tric The report ¥EI
‘114(- three outer sections of the Dis-
triet, healiliful and charming as eountry,
are very Ill-adapted for ofdinary urban
accunntion, and thelr use for such pur-
involves many difficuit pechlems
bave not all been sucee
ed as yet.
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the k problem, is the opnressive sum-

mer heat which the Government aficials
and employes and other re« must
for the most part undergo—a which
seoms to call stroogly for four palliatives
tho maintenance of shade; the preserva-
tion of msny hilltops where breczes may
be caught, the preservation of many of
the deep shady valleys In which the cooler
air ars 1o scetile on summer after-
noons, and the liberal use of fresn run-
ning water all about the clty and ita
purks, whether in the form eof springs
and brooks or of fountalns aad basinu.
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| Improvement of the Zoological Park |s
| to watch Ith use carefully: to forecast (ts
future vee G¥ larger crowds, and to pro-
| ¥ido such accommmodations that the peo-
rie will beled 2l 5 Lo concentrete thelr
wear and tear on e places prepared to
withatand I*, leaving the remnitder freek

apnd w leoking. to give characier to
wheale
speaking of the Eruk Creek Read, the
Tl BEY s
“Rock Creek Park occupies the valley
of the ereek from Zoolagienl Park
northward he District Hne, Including

an aren of 1.6 nceres varying in width
from less than 300 yards to a
a mile, with a total lengt
milea. The valley ia crooked and nar-
row uad Banked by steep, high, nnd thick-
Iy wooded hills.
uf the park some of the hill tops are
compuratively level,
tion of these limited plateaus and a fow

quay treatment fa proposed for | narrow strips of bottom land slong the
the entire streteh between Polonsae Park | ereek the whole area 1s hilly in the ex-
and the Pennsy fa Avenue beldge | treme. Most of the land ls timbered and
across Rock Creelk os the lower portien | much of the wood is of considerabie age

nnd beauty, especially in the narrow and

gurge-like portions of the valley, offering |
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--‘ - tmitdings aad meraarl 116 has "w?mh 1 an Inm! promenade should be carried throusgh | I crowds will be made insuffialent through
RESIDENT OOSE -U 1 LT DELIG b - al the lzndward side of the quay proper, | fenr of making the paths, roads, steps, |
Lw the commerciel esiablish | d the like., too consplcuous, with the
.J § . but st o higker level, with fre- | result that the crowds overflow the places
nt arched openings underoeath for the | made for them and reduce the whole

lttle over |
h of about four [

Ia the southern portion |

but with the excep- |

its grades are geoerally good. It s more
regoried to tham aomy drive leading out
of the District, except to Arllogton. We
belleve that deliberate permanent pro-
vislon should be made for the ends that
are filled in a tewporary end partial man-
ner by the Comdult Read and thati this
proviglon should tske the form of what
might be called a ¢liff drive aloag the
Potomac, Ineluding in the holdizgs, in
order tn prevent ohjectionables vecuiancy,
all the unoccupled vtoep land from the
top of the Blufl down to the river.

A Nireet for Traflic.

At the upper or landwanl edge would
run a street for traffle and for house
irontage, next below would run the trol-
ley line, altered In places from lis pres-
ent locatlon, and then, In the best posni-
tlan to present the changing panorama
of the river, would come the pleasure
drive and the promenade, fitled to the
||:le|\-p and Irregular hillside by well-ad-
justed slope and wall, Still farther down

the picturesque canal and Its bor-
dering rordway, and in places there might
be call for a road close down by the rive
er's edge.

“The arrangement of these several
parts would vary with the varying condl-
tionz of the bluff, as is suzgested in the
accompanying typleal sections, but &l
warys the plunging views from the up-
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goma very beautiful sylvan scenery. This
recently lLeen made accessible by a
ulamized road, known nas  Bench
Drive, along the creek from the Zoologi-

kE halfway to the northern end.
Ing with the Milltary Road ot that
point, and continued by an earth road.
whileh was very skillfully lald out. has
bronght a large number of visitors into
the walley 1o enjoy the beauty of s
scenery. znd, a8 the road ia

width, there 4 dauger
Eoe oMme QYarcrow if= .
oblem in the ¢ opincnt of the pn'k
will arise at onze.
Eroad Branch Farkwey.

The report then discusssa Broasd Branch
parkwny an entrance to Rock Creek
¥, which it recommends, the Fost
1 Park, ile higheet point in the Dis-
rict, znd the Soapstons parlowsy, which |
enters Broad B t whore It Jeinc
Rosk Creek.
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per llnes wonld be fine. Merely to pro-
vide for a street at the top of the slope
is not cnough, for, although tke land Is
for the most part, too eteep to have muea
comnmercial wvnlue, yet here and there
ugly and ofcosive bLuildings are likely to
creep in, Bs they have done somewhat
in the pas:. unless the slope i all ac-
quired with a view to consiatent treat=
ment, Years ago New York showed the
¥ tke Riverside Drive, and it is
t the example shocld De
least s> far 1o com-

cerus the aeq icn of the land.

Sbhould (io Beyood DHatrict.

“But such o treatment of the river side
lozically ou not to slep at the Dis-
trict line. Indesd, the best of thie scenery
lics beyond, especially in the neiphbor-
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t hood of Cablin John Bridge suid in ke re-
glon just aboot aud below the Great
| Falla. Tho Great Falls of the Potomac,
| cons = their proximity to (ke Capital,
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are-quite wall worth pre
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. the Washington publia

by canal o ©
the road Is ¢
ting scep

Pen
Avenu:

panying n
achuselis

To build

a large covered mason-
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i1l around and over this structure so &
to ebliterate the willey and ralse (4 to
the tevel of the adjacent Inmds, cont-
sirvicting a parkway or boulevard upon
artlon of the filled lnnd wnd subdi-

he renulnder inlo streels and lots

Sécon To improeve the prescnt open
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diae to the scattering of aumerous strue-
tures xnid features without any method
og. There |5 always the dunger
o, in sttempting pleturesque and rugged
eflects 1o 4 plice resoried to by large

crowds that the sccommodation for the

lvania

gers to be guurded pgilos—t i

tlom, on the one hand, of bulldings ar
other cunstructlons or pluntalions of o
hlehly organized and formal chiracter, out |
of bkarmony with the characlier alresdy
adopted, umld, on the other, the confusion
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tructed, aml would lead directly to
| vircle at the junction of Neb ka Ave
| ue Wisconsin Avenue, commoonly
known s Tenley Koad, within W0 feet
qu the proposed [Fort Renoe Puark, the
highest point in the District of Columbia

| In connection with Nebraska Avenue ex-
eended, a hbran an easy

can caxily bp to Fort

theE brd ng it within pleasant reach of !
Rock Creek i';-rk nnd lhr ity

POTOMAC PALISLDEb.

Grandeonr of Scenery Alonz Miver to

Open by o CUA Drivewny.

The Coms slon then takes up the sub-
Jeet of the Potomoe Palleades and grows
¢loquent in contemplation of the gran
deur which the fulfillment of this idea
will bring to the Capltal of the Nation.

renort:

Says the

recelvine-re

| =At the wervolr grounds s
reacheidl the ge v of the Potomac and the
popular ot it Road which provides
the only way. except by irolley cars, to
see the gorge from =hove. As lls con-

| uction was a mers incldent (o the in-

| stallation of the witer supply. the loca-

! tlon of the Condelt Road was not fxed

! with regard to #esthetle ¢fect, hut from

the fuct that ‘a many parts of its course
it fellows nesr the edge of the declivity,
presenting very flne views, and because

tiog would be so costly that it hus not -I high ridge in which the western portion
been =erionsiy contemplated, the more so | of the [hstrict culminates From this
as the dificultles In the way of sueh an | polnt, at an elevation of M0 foet, Is te be |
undertaking are not likely (o ine rease | talned another extensive eastern view |
with the passage of {ime. 1 n the valley and over Hock Creek |
= — ! Park ‘o Soldiers’ Home, a view that might

d well be marked by & tercace or concourse

PLANS FUR RUCK GRLEK A.ND ZUOu Il especially as the charscier of the park-
— v would change at this point from the

Bonrd Alms (o Preserve SAnturnl mal type anpropriate In the wooded
Benutics of Both Parks. | valley to & fromal av avross the

| high platesu, the terrace thus making a

“Two radically diferent plan have | strong terminus for the lattor aod em-

been suggested as alterndtives o the | phasiaing the drop into the vall )

. e i “The formal section would be a widen- ‘

treatment of Rock Creek and its accom- | o g of Yuma Street, Jaid out but not con- |

goes to the Great Falls in suficient nume
bers to maintain the pay bLridge to the
islands, erected by private enterprise, and

with Incrensed facllitics of access the
pla Is likely to become a deservedly
p Ar OXCUrsion.

The falls form one of the sreatest

cataracts of our Atlantic watershad, and
wlhile they themselves canpbot be injured,
vet the great trees that once clothed their
banks have been cut, and it private hands
the surroundings may be o0 injured as to
detruct greatly [rom the beauty und gran-

deur of the sceme. Without interfering
with the future utilization of the water
power, the surroundings of the Great

Falls on both sides of the river should, In
eur opinien, be convertsd into a national
park, to be connected with the eity by o
continuous river drive.

Rare nud Beantiful Seenery,

“The beauty of the scenery along tha
route of this proposed noble riverside
improvement Is so rare and, {: ‘h» mindas
of the commission, of so great value not
only to all Washington, but to all visitors,
Am rh an .md forefgn, that it ghould be
in every way., No bailding
't!l.nu--d heiween the drives and
tlie river, and no change should come ta
pnss in the character the canal that
will tend to rransform its primitive char-
aeter and quaint beauty. The carcal has
a charm of its own, as, half disclosed
and hall revenled, it winda among the
troos: and nol the least part of thi=
cherm, so desirable to be preserved, ia
the slow, old-fashioned movement of tha
boats and of the people on and near this
anclent wiaterway Already the capal is
used, aside from the navigation of com-
merce, by pleasure seekers In canors, aod
by execursion parties in various craft,
“More and more will the esnal be used
a% nn attractive route between the popu=
lous vity and the natural charms of the
pleturesque reglon between Cabln John
Bridge and Great Falls. The preservation
and continunnce of the canal in its orig-
inal character wiil thus add cicmenis of
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